
BASIC ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (BEM) 
TEST 

 
Circle the letter of the best answer to each question on the answer sheet.  You may use your 
Environmental Management Handbook in answering these questions. 
 
1. EPA and VDEQ are primarily responsible for which of the following? 
 

A. “Work place safety.” 
B. “Safe transportation of hazardous materials.” 
C. “Protecting human health and the environment.” 
D. All of the above. 

 
2. Using the NFPA 704 Signal warning system, what colors and numbers represent a high 

flammable and low health hazard? 
 

A. Red 0; Yellow 4. 
B. Blue 0; Red 0. 
C. Yellow 0; Blue 0. 
D. None of the above. 

 
3. What products or materials are considered Hazardous Materials? 
 

A. Any discarded material that has hazardous properties. 
B. Any serviceable material or product that has chemical, physical, or health hazards. 
C. All serviceable materials or products. 
D. Any non-serviceable material or product that has chemical, physical, or health hazards. 

 
4. Personnel having duties as HMHs, UWHs, HWHs or HWSs must receive which of the following 

training? 
 

A. "Hazard Communication (HazCom)" training.   
B. HazWOPER - "First Responder - Awareness Level" training. 
C. Basic Environmental Management (BEM) training. 
D. All of the above. 

 
5. In the event of an Emergency situation or spill involving HMs, NHWs, UWs, or HWs, who is the 

first person to contact? 
 

A. Call 911 - Fire and Emergency Services. 
B. DPW-ENRD. 
C. Your AEC. 
D. No one, pretend you didn’t see it. 

 



6. A Solid Waste is defined as any discarded material which: 
 

A. Is abandoned. 
B. Is recycled. 
C. Is reclaimed. 
D. All of the above. 

 
7. What is the correct P2 Hierarchy order? 
 

A. Recycle, Reuse, Reduce, Treat, Dispose. 
B. Treat, Dispose, Recycle, Reduce, Reuse. 
C. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Treat, Dispose. 
D. Dispose, Recycle, Treat, Reduce, Reuse. 

 
8. Universal Waste applies to which of the following? 
 

A. Batteries. 
B. Pesticides and mercury containing thermostats. 
C. Lamps or fluorescent tubes. 
D. All of the above. 

 
9. What is the best example of source reduction? 
 

A. Recycling cardboard.  
B. Substituting a non hazardous product for a hazardous product. 
C. Reusing plastic containers 
D. Incinerating to reduce the volume. 

 
10. What wastes are hazardous wastes? 
 

A. Discarded unused pure chemicals listed by specific names (P - Listed, U - Listed) 
B. Group of chemicals: Used (Spent), F – Listed; or from a certain process, K – Listed.  
C. Characteristic, Not listed by name but having ignitable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic 
properties. 
D. All of the above. 

 
11. OSHA is primarily responsible for which of the following? 
 

A. “Work place safety.” 
B. “Safe transportation of hazardous materials.” 
C. “Protecting human health and the environment.” 
D. All of the above. 

 
12. OSHA’s HazCom standard requires which of the following? 
 

A. Personnel training. 
B. A MSDS for each HM used or stored and that each container is properly labeled. 
C. An inventory of HMs. 
D. All of the above. 

 



13. The least desirable item in the Pollution Prevention Hierarchy is: 
 

A. Source Reduction. 
B. Disposal. 
C. Treatment. 
D. Recycling or reuse. 

 
14. Where do I get an MSDS for the hazardous material I am working with? 

 
A. Look in the MSDS book at your workplace, part of the basic HazCom requirements 
B. Ask your supervisor/NCO 
C. Contact the manufacture on the label of the product 
D. All of the above 

 
15. Personnel may perform POVs maintenance in the following location: 

 
A. Family housing. 
B. Barracks parking lots. 
C. Auto Craft Shops. 
D. All of the above. 

 
16. Solid Wastes are usually generated at which of the following? 
 

A. Offices and classrooms. 
B. Motor pools and training areas. 
C. Private homes, barracks, and temporary quarters. 
D. All of the above. 

 
17. An Environmentally Preferred Product (EPP) is defined as a product that: 
 

A. has less negative impact on human health and the environment. 
B. increases the risk to human health and the environment. 
C. has been researched and is preferred by the EPA. 
D. has no impact on human health and the environment. 

 
18. UW Batteries must have which of the following? 
 

A. Batteries separated by type. 
B. Spill kits for batteries which have liquids. 
C. Labels indicating type of UW. 
D. All of the above.  

 
19. What is the best way of determining whether a discarded HM is a HW? 
 

A. Doesn't matter, all HMs are HWs.   
B. Consulting MSDSs for chemical and physical hazards or lab analysis. 
C. Conducting smell and taste tests. 
D. Guessing and hoping for the best.  

 



20. Which of the following is true concerning the management of Universal Wastes? 
 

A. Non-compliance with the UW procedures will cause the wastes to be considered HWs. 
B. The ASD is applied to the UW label when wastes are first put into the container. 
C. UW Lamps cannot be stored in the same container with serviceable lamps. 
D. All of the above. 

 
21. What is on an MSDS? 

 
A. All of the below. 
B. Precautions for safe handling. 
C. Name and phone number of the manufacturer of the chemical/product. 
D. Health hazard information. 

 
22. DOT is primarily responsible for which of the following? 
 

A. “Work place safety.” 
B. “Safe transportation of hazardous materials.” 
C. “Protecting human health and the environment.” 
D. All of the above. 

 
23. The following materials may be put into the oil water separators? 
  

A. Used antifreeze and oil water mixtures. 
B. Oil with less than 20% water. 
C. Oily water, less than 5% oil. 
D. None of the above. 

 
24. Using the DOT hazard class system, what does the color blue represent? 
 

A. Reactivity. 
B. Health. 
C. Flammability. 
D. Water reactive. 

 
25. What are the 4 steps for spill response? 
 

A. Protect yourself, stop the flow (if possible), contain spill (if possible), report spill 
B. Protect yourself, contain the spill (if possible), stop the flow, report the spill 
C. Report spill, contain the spill (if possible), stop the flow, Protect yourself 
D. Stop the flow, contain the spill (if possible), protect yourself, report spill 

 
26. The most desirable way to prevent pollution is to: 

 
A. Recycle 
B. Reduce at the Source 
C. Reuse 
D. Buy recycled material. 

 



27. Which of the following is not true concerning hazardous wastes? 
 

A. There are 2 general types of HWs; Listed and Characteristic.  
B. HWs have ignitable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic properties. 
C. All HMs are HWs. 
D. Chemical and physical hazards found on MSDSs or lab analyses are used for determining 
HWs. 

 
28. Which of the following applies to UW Lamps? 
 

A. UW Lamps must be turned-in within 60 days of the ASD.  
B. Full boxes within 10 days. 
C. Broken lamps must be managed as UWs. 
D. All of the above. 

 
29. Which of the following solid wastes can be put in dumpsters? 
 

A. Garbage, rubbish, and trash. 
B. Computer and white ledger paper. 
C. Metal, tin cans, and aluminum cans. 
D. Corrugated cardboard and pallets. 

 
30. Which of the following courses require Annual Refresher training? 
 

A. “HazWOPER - "First Responder - Awareness Level" training.   
B. Basic Environmental Management (BEM) training. 
C. Intermediate Environmental Management (IEM) training. 
D. All of the above. 

 
31. “Closing the loop” is: 

 
A. One important concept in an affirmative procurement program. 
B. Reuse-Recycle-Buy Recycled. 
C. Mandated by the federal government. 
D. All of the above. 

 
32. Which of the following may be stored together? 
 

A. Flammables with Corrosives (Acids or Bases). 
B. Flammables with Oxidizers. 
C. HWs and NHWs. 
D. HMs and HWs. 

 
33. Which of the following are true? 
 

A. Hazardous Materials should only be stored in sites designated for HM storage. 
B. Hazardous Wastes & Non-Hazardous Wastes must be accumulated in a TSS or SAS. 
C. Recyclables should be separated by type at the source to facilitate recycling. 
D. All of the above. 

 



34. Which of the following may be disposed of by placing in dumpsters? 
 

A. Recyclables. 
B. Any type of batteries. 
C. Fluorescent light bulbs. 
D. None of the above. 

 
35. You go to your work site to inspect the storage of your hazardous materials as part of your spill 

prevention program.  You notice a rusty 30-gallon drum leaking some of its contents onto the 
floor.  You know the drum contains motor oil and that it is almost full.  At first you are angry 
because you meant to put the drum on a secondary containment basin last week but didn’t get 
around to it.  The leaking contents have not yet migrated very far from the drum.  The two floor 
drains are about 30 feet away but you had placed protective drain covers over them previously as 
part of your spill prevention program.  Which is the best action to take?   

 
A. Lay the drum on its side with the hole facing up and brace the container with chock blocks 
until you can help. 
B. Notify your supervisor, report a non-emergency spill to the fire department immediately and 
place oil sorbent materials from the spill kit under and around the container.  Monitor the 
situation until the fire department arrives. 
C. Obtain a containment basin as soon as practically possible. 
D. Get some assistance to move the drum to the used oil tank outside and attempt to pour the 
drum’s contents into the tank.        

 
36. An oil/water separator can treat: 

A. Paint. 

B. Antifreeze. 

C. Solvents. 

D. None of the above. 

 
37. Which of the following applies to Universal Wastes? 
 

A. Universal Wastes, excluding UW Lamps must be turned-in with 270 days of the ASD. 
B. Must be managed by an AEC or HWC. 
C. UW sites must be approved. 
D. All of the above. 

 
38. Which of the following actions are allowed? 
 

A. Activities may transport HWs or UWs from or between Fort Eustis and or Fort Story. 
B. A permitted HW transporter may transport the HW to a permitted disposal facility. 
C. Activities may transport HWs and HMs in POVs. 
D. Activities may bring HWs or UWs generated during exercises or deployments at other 
installations to Fort Eustis or Fort Story. 

 



39. Personnel having duties which require them to handle HWs must receive BEM and or IEM 
training within 6 months, until then they must work under the direct supervision of which of the 
following? 

 
A. AEC or. 
B. HWC or.  
C. HWS. 
D. All of the above. 

 
40. Failure to comply with the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and Virginia 

Hazardous Waste Management Regulations (VHWMR), may result in which of the following? 
 
A. Notice of Violations (NOVs). 
B. Civil fines up to $31,500 per day per incident or criminal penalties up to 15 years in prison. 
C. Adverse personnel actions will be taken. 
D. All of the above. 

 
 



BASIC ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (BEM) TEST  
 
NAME: _________________     ______________       _____                         DATE:_________                   
          (LAST NAME)       (FIRST NAME)       (MI)         Rank/Grade 
 
                          _______________________    or ______________________________  
  (Group, Bde, Etc)          (BATTALION and COMPANY)                   (DIRECTORATE and DIVISION) 
 
PHONE: VOICE: _____________ FAX:                               Email:_________________________                                                
 
CIRCLE ONLY ONE:  AEC  HWC     
 
CIRCLE ONLY ONE:  INITIAL   ANNUAL REFRESHER 

 
DO NOT WRITE OR MARK ON THE TEST:  PLACE ALL ANSWERS BELOW! 

DIRECTIONS:  CIRCLE THE BEST RESPONSE FOR EACH TEST QUESTION: GOOD LUCK! 
 
 

1. A B C D            21. A B C D      

2. A B C D            22. A B C D      

3. A B C D            23. A B C D      

4. A B C D            24. A B C D      

5. A B C D            25. A B C D      

6. A B C D            26. A B C D      

7. A B C D            27. A B C D      

8. A B C D            28. A B C D     

9. A B C D            29. A B C D      

10. A B C D            30. A B C D      

11. A B C D            31. A B C D       

12. A B C D            32. A B C D      

13. A B C D            33. A B C D       

14. A B C D            34. A B C D      

15. A B C D            35. A B C D     

16. A B C D            36. A B C D       

17. A B C D            37. A B C D 

18. A B C D            38. A B C D  

19. A B C D            39. A B C D 

20. A B C D            40. A B C D 


